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Two years seemed a long time to wait 
for a meeting of NATS members — but we 
finally had one — at Detroit, February 23. 
And it was worth waiting for! 

You who were able to attend — even 
those who had to travel long distances — 
carried home the memory of an inspir- 
ing, worth-while experience. Your oft- 
repeated, enthusiastic comments to one an- 
other in our meetings and corridor-contacts 
left no doubts about the vitality of this con- 
vention experience. 

I should like to convey to the larger 
number of NATS members who were un- 
able to participate in the Detroit confer- 
ences as much as possible of the inspira- 
tion that was shared by the more fortunate 
ones who were there “in person.” If I suc- 
ceed in any reasonable degree, you will 
need no further urging to so plan your af- 
fairs so that you can attend the next annual 
meeting. 

A mere factuai report of the Detroit 
meeting could not convey to absentees the 
spirit of the occasion — that intangible, 
communicative enthusiasm for a cause, 
mutually shared ; the friendly, tolerant dis- 
cussions; the eager appreciation of oppor- 
tunities for becoming better acquainted 
with one’s confreres. 

I am personally an “old timer,” with 
many Convention experiences behind me, 
most of them remembered as both helpful 
and enjoyable; but I can truthfully say 
that in no gathering of teachers from our 
controversial field have I ever sensed such 
a friendly, cooperative spirit — such a re- 
linquishment of self-interest for the good 
of a mutually-valued cause — as in the De- 
troit gathering of NATS members. What 
better augury could there be for the con- 
tinued growth in numbers and usefulness 
of this Association ? 


The Vocal Forums 


While NATS did not officially go into 
session until Saturday afternoon, many of 
its members were in attendance at meet- 
ings of the MTNA convention from 
Thursday on. Your president, together 
with presidents of other participating or- 
ganizations in the joint convention, gave a 
brief message of welcome in the opening 
general meeting on Thursday morning. 
While that was the only official partici- 
pation of NATS until the Saturday after- 
noon meeting, the Vocal Forums of Friday 
and Saturday, of which Leon Carson was 


chairman and all programmed participants 
were prominent members of this Associ- 
ation, were, in effect, though not tech- 
nically, NATS activities. Actually the Vo- 
cal Forums were sponsored by the Ameri- 
can Academy of Teachers of Singing at the 
invitation of MTNA; but since speakers 
and members of the audience were pre- 
dominantly members of this Association 
and their preoccupation with its affairs was 
evidenced by frequent references to NATS 
policies and program, the sessions seemed 
like integral parts of our own schedule. 


Attendance at both vocal forums was so 
large that many had to stand, even after 
extra chairs had been brought into the 
sizeable room to fill every available foot 
of space. The various papers (read, with 
one exception, by the authors,) held the 
concentrated attention of auditors. The dis- 
cussion periods brought forth light rather 
than heat. There came from the partici- 
pants some constructive criticism but no 
acrid controversy. The absence of such 
clashing opinions as has, in the past, often 
characterized discussions among singing 
teachers, is highly significant. It does not 
mean that there were not present in these 
forums at Detroit men and women of 
strong convictions about their pedagogical 
theories and with the courage to defend 
them when challenged. It means, rather, 
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ACCEPTANCE SPEECH OF 
PRESIDENT-ELECT CARSON 


This is indeed a high honor that has 
come to me. In reality it is a most serious 
honor, for an attempt on the part of any 
individual to follow in the footsteps of 
our eminent first President entails an effort 
of no mean proportions. 

Under John Wilcox’s efficient and suc- 
cessful guidance of a newly-born organiza- 
tion, NATS has been reared to the point 
where it is a now recognized factor in this 
country’s musical world. From this splen- 
did beginning, it will be our duty to carry 
on with ever-increasing vigor. 

Experience has shown us that vocal 
teachers generally are the most difficult 
people to bring to the realization of 
strength in unity. For the first time in the 
history of the country the teacher of sing- 
ing — both private and institutional — has 
been given the opportunity of becoming 
a part of a truly national organization de- 
voted to his or her interests. Although the 
missionary work of two years’ duration 
through a dithcult period was encourag- 
ingly awakened this realization among 
many teachers, one of the big problems 
facing us is that of increasing this con- 
sciousness of NATS' present and future 
actual and potential values to the indi- 
vidual. I am firmly convinced, also that the 
National Association’s ultimate strength 
should and will consist not only of aca- 
demic and accompanying pedagogical as- 
sets, but of a strongly built-up power as 
representing a united national body of sing- 
ing teachers whose well-being must be re- 
spected by others and cannot be denied 
through unsympathetic legislative laws or 
regulations. 

In the National Association we already 
have a plentiful supply of brains. This be- 
ing the case our chief objective will 
be to stress the putting of these brains to 
WORK through the earnest and continu- 
ous effort on the part of every member, in- 
cluding executive and regional officers and 
members at large. Not, perhaps, the most 
glamorous statement, but rather a practical 
one. 

NATS'’ future appears bright: that long- 
view perspeciive can be brought closer — 
and quickly so — only by our united, im- 
personal endeavor toward achieving that 
objective so long hoped for and so well 
worth the fight. 
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IN MEMORIAM 
With deep regret the Nationa! 
Association announces the deaths 
of our following fellow members: 


Archibald Jackson, Detroit, Mich 
Louis Bachner, New York City 

J. Bertram Fox, New York City 
Susan S. Boice, New York City 


EDITORIALS 
The Convention 
NATS First Convention has come and 
gone but those who attended will not soon 
forget the pleasant memories it holds. The 
spirit of good-fellowship and friendly co- 
operation that pervaded all the meetings 
augurs well for the success of our future. 
It is a spirit that should be cherished and 
preserved. With it all things are possible. 


To All Members: 

From time to time the BULLETIN asks 
for your response and your cooperation in 
matters of general Association activities, 
such as the paper on “Training the Vocal 
Instrument” published in the December 
issue. You are urged to write your ideas 
so that the official entrusted with the proj- 
ect may know the opinions of all members. 
A paper can reflect NATS judgment only 
if a majority of members respond. So far 
only about 30 members have written Mr. 
Gandell in regard to the paper mentioned. 
Perhaps “‘silence gives consent,” but a few 
words would be more encouraging. Make 
it your first duty, when the request comes, 
to register your reactions. We cannot meet 
in person to solve these matters. Let us at 
least use the mails! 


The Bulletin 

Considerable time was given at the Con- 
vention to a discussion of the BULLETIN. 
The present Editor was urged to continue 
and two Associate Editors were appointed, 
Mr. William Wheeler of Cleveland and 
Mr. Harold Luckstone of New York. In 
regard to the BULLETIN, a regular sched- 
ule will be followed in issuing it, and 
when the financial condition of NATS 
permits, a larger form will be employed. 
Special columns were suggested for ques- 
tions and answers; for notes on activity of 
members; and the publication of more 
articles dealing with vocal affairs. All these 
items will be cared for promptly. 


SECRETARY’S NOTES 

Inasmuch as space limitations will not 
permit a complete report of all business 
transacted during the annual business 
meeting of NATS, the Secretary appends 
herewith a brief resume of interesting mat- 
ters considered, in addition to which at- 
tention is directed to important legisla- 
tion that was enacted. Held in the Statler 
Hotel, Detroit, Saturday afternoon, Febru- 
ary 23, this session was unexpectedly well 
attended, all sections of the country being 
represented. Keen interest was manifest, 
discussion was general and numerous valu- 
able suggestions relative to future activi- 
ties were offered. 

Having called the meeting to order, 
President John C. Wilcox reviewed the or- 
ganization’s growth during his administra- 
tion, following which he was enthusiasti- 
cally applauded for “‘a job well done.” 

Came then the Secretary’s report ; a terse 
recapitulation of the original meeting of 
two years previous in Cincinnati, at which 
time the more important details incident 
to organization were worked out. 


Followed the Treasurer's report, which 
as read, publicized a financial status emi- 
nently sound. 

Next the Registrar's statement, submit- 
ted by Grace Leslie, reporting member- 
ship growth little’ short of phenomenal, 
the official roster containing some 523 
names with dues fully paid. (Other soci- 
eties please notice!) 

Various committee reports were then 
offered and accepted.. Special commenda- 
tion was accorded the report of the Nomi- 
nating Committee, which, after numerous 
interviews and voluminous correspond- 
ence, came up with the strongest possible 
slate; one which was elected by a white 
ballot. Leon Carson, incoming President, 
in his acceptance of office, promised a vig- 
orous campaign toward increasing both the 
organization's membership and influence. 

One of the most important legislative 
enactments was the unanimous passage of 
several small amendments to the By-Laws, 
each and all of which were prepared for 
the express purpose of facilitating trans- 
action of NATS business. Since they were 
published in a previous issue of the BuL- 
LETIN, their repetition at this time seems 
unnecessary. 

Of national interest to the profession is 
the following resolution, evolved by a 
committee consisting of California Region- 
al Governor Madame Ruth Chamlee, Vice- 
President Richard B. DeYoung and Sec- 
retary Walter Allen Stults. 

Whereas House BILL No. 346, entitled 
G.I. Bill of Rights, as at present adminis- 
tered in the field of applied musical in- 
struction, not only excludes from consid- 
eration competent private teachers, but 
also operates to prevent veterans con- 
cerned from studying with former instruc- 
tors or from making free choice of instruc- 
tors meeting their specific requirements, 
now therefore 

Be It RESOLVED that the National As- 
sociation of Teachers of Singing hereby 
respectfully petitions the CONGRESS of the 
UNITED STATES so to amend said bill that 
neither the capable private teacher nor the 
veterans concerned be subjected to this ob- 
viously unjust discrimination.’’ Copies, to- 
gether with personal letters strongly urg- 
ing immediate and favorable action, have 
been sent to influential members of* the 
House of Representatives. 

Following lively discussion of other new 
business, the meeting was adjourned in 
time to permit presence at the annual din- 
ner, which turned out to be a thoroughly 
delightful affair with an attendance so 
“last minute” large as somewhat to dismay 
the hotel forces. However, after a short 
delay, accommodations sufficient for all 
were set up for serving a most delectable 
menu. Retiring President Wilcox presided 
in his usual happy manner and, following 
several short and felicitous talks, the meet- 
ing was adjourned until next year. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

WALTER ALLEN STULTS, 
Secretary 
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DETROIT MEETING 
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that the papers presented reflected an in- 
creasingly better understanding among 
leaders in our profession of fundamental 
pedagogical principles and, based upon 
such mutual understanding, a closer agree- 
ment about teaching principles. 

Titles of papers read in the two forum 
sessions and their authors were: ‘“Tend- 
encies in Modern Teaching,” Frederick A. 
Protheroe, Detroit ; ““Teaching Devices and 
Their Values,’ Richard. DeYoung, Chi- 
cago; “Preparing for Singing in the Larg- 
et Forms,” Bernard U. Taylor, New York 
City; “Our Post-War Vocal Horizons,” 
Ruth Miller Chamlee, Los Angeles; ‘The 
English Language: a Help or a Hindrance 
in Singing,” J. Oscar Miller, Chattanooga, 
Tenn.; “The Condition of Voice Educa- 
tion,’ Homer Mowe, New York City; 
“Vocalization in Modern Vocal Training,” 
Albert Lukken, Tulsa. 


Here was a wide coverage of the whole 
subject of voice teaching, with each phase 
intelligently analyzed. 1 wish that space 
permitted some pertinent quotations from 
these excellent papers. Perhaps they may 
be printed in future issues of the BuL- 
LETIN. At the moment I can only say that 
the speakers were assured, through hearty 
and spontaneous applause, of the auditors’ 
appreciation and approval. 


NATS Business Meeting 


Immediately following Saturday after- 
noon’s forum, NATS went into session for 
its Business Meeting with all executive 
officers save Treasurer Gutekunst present. 
About sixty members from many sections 
of the United States participated in voting 
and discussions. 

Brief and succinct reports were read by 
President Wilcox, Secretary Stults, Regis- 
trar Leslie, BULLETIN Editor Mowe, Chair- 
man of Admissions Committee Taylor, 
and Co-ordinator of Field Activities Car- 
son. Reports of the Treasurer, Chairman 
of Research Committee Ross (who was 
obliged to leave for home before this meet- 
ing), Chairman of Editorial Committee 
Gandell and Chairman of Survey-Commit- 
tee Jones, were read by the Secretary. 


These various reports recorded some of 
the solved, partially solved and as yet un- 
solved problems that have confronted our 
young organization. There emerged the 
definite record of steady growth in mem- 
bership, which had passed the 500 mark 
before the Detroit meeting and will be sub- 
stantially augmented through numerous 
applications received there. It was revealed 
that the Executive Committee had voted an 
allocation of $1.00 per capita from mem- 
bership dues to provide funds for regional 
activilies, with a minimum of $50.00 for 
each region. Also that the design for a seal 
and certificate of membership, suitable for 
framing and hanging on studio walls, had 
been approved and that these certificates 


will soon be ready for distribution to mem- 
bers without extra cost. 

Reports of Committee Chairmen te- 
vealed significant work already under way 
for their respective projects and indicated 
future plans of interest to members. 

The Executive Committee reported that 
lists carrying names and addresses of all 
NATS members will be printed at once 
and distributed to members. This will as- 
sist greatly in helping applicants to select 
sponsors and aid in the recommendation of 
teachers for pupils of members who are 
changing residence. 

It was indicated that a committee will be 
appointed to examine and appraise newly 
published songs and teaching material and 
recommend approved issues to our mem- 
bers. Another committee will be appointed 
to select articles relating to pedagogical 
matters which are deemed suitable for 
publication in NATS BULLETIN. 

The more general use of NATS mono- 
gtam in the publicity of members was 
urged. 

Several amendments to the by-laws, 
which had been submitted to members 
through columns of the BULLETIN in De- 
cember, were voted upon and unanimously 
adopted. 


Election of Officers 


Chairman Toren of the Nominating 
Committee read the roster of nominees 
which had been submitted to members 30 
days in advance of the election (as provid- 
ed in our by-laws) and moved authoriza- 
tion of the Secretary to cast a ballot for 
their election. This motion was seconded 
and unanimously carried. (The complete 
official roster is printed on page 2 of this 
BULLETIN.) 


Discussion of Voice Training Statement 


Discussion of the Editorial Committee's 
release, ‘“Training the Vocal Instrument,” 
which had been submitted to members in 
the December BULLETIN, was the last fea- 
ture of this meeting conducted by your 
retiring President. Secretary Stults read 
each of the seven articles in this statement, 
and members present were urged to voice 
their suggestions, fro consideration by the 
Editorial Committee when making a final 
revision. These suggestions from the floor 
were recorded by the official stenographer, 
whose transcribed notes will be made avail- 
able to the Committee. 

It is significant that no suggestions for 
any radical change in this statement were 
made. For the most part, suggestions con- 
cerned a clearer phrasing of certain pas- 
sages. While relatively few members of 
NATS have responded to the Editorial 
Committee's invitation for expressions re- 
garding this document and the number 
participating in its discussion at the Detroit 
meeting was but a fraction of the member- 
ship at large, it seems reasonable to assume 
that ‘‘silence is consent,’’ and that most of 
the members find themselves in substantial 


agreement with this statement of “laws 
and precepts about which there should be 
universal agreement among teachers of 
singing.” If such general agreement has 
been brought to focus by this projected 
statement regarding the functional activi- 
ties of the vocal instrument, we have estab- 
lished a sound foundation upon which to 
base pedagogical procedures. The Editorial 
Committee's final revision of this state- 
ment, incorporating suggestions offered at 
the Detroit meeting, will soon be ready 
for release through the columns of the 
BULLETIN. 


President Carson Takes Chair 


Following this discussion, your retiring 
President warmly welcomed President- 
Elect Carson to the chair, who responded 
with a short speech of acceptance which is 
printed in another column. 

The meeting was then thrown open for 
general discussion of future organization 
plans. Many valuable suggestions and rec- 
ommendations came from members repre- 
senting various sections of the country. 
These included special items of current in- 
terest including the G.I. Bill or Rights; 
the C.I.O. Union; the NATS BuLLETIN. 


The Banquet Finale 


Following the late afternoon business 
meeting, an informal dinner for members 
and friends was scheduled. Since there was 
no way of ascertaining well in advance of 
this event how many could attend, no for- 
mal program had been arranged. Tickets 
could not be put on sale until Friday morn- 
ing and only 35 had been purchased by 
Saturday morning. The maitre d’ hotel had 
45 places set up to allow for the estimated 
late-comers; but at the dinner hour he was 
obliged to bring extra tables into the room 
to accommodate a ‘otal of 65! This unex- 
pected demand for dinner tickets was sig- 
nificant, I believe, as a reflexion of the en- 
thusiasm engendered at the afternoon 
meeting. 

President Carson generously delegated 
to me the honor of presiding at the din- 
ner. With no pre-arranged program I felt 
some apprehension regarding an extem- 
porized program, but my anxiety was un- 
warranted. In the first place each table 
group manifestly enjoyed the opportunity 
for getting better acquain*ed with one an- 
other, and the dinner conversation was 
blithe and cordial. Furthermore there were 
present so many interesting and gifted per- 
sonalities that, when I faced the prob- 
lem of calling for brief extemporaneous 
speeches, I sensed an embarrassment of 
riches. The relatively few who were called 
upon contributed a most interesting sym- 
posium; but time did not permit hearing 
many others whom we should like to have 
heard. 

One man of resonant voice from each 
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DETROIT MEETING 
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table was designated to introduce the in- 
dividuals at his table. This promoted mu- 
tual acquaintance and indicated the repre- 
sentative character of the assembly as to 
both personnel and geographical spread. 
There were members of NATS from both 
Atlantic and Pacific coast cities, from cities 
- in the extreme south and far north, and 
from many states within those far-flung 
boundaries. 

Among those members who so gracious- 
ly and ably responded to the ‘‘M.C.”’ ’s in- 
vitation to speak were Detroit's own Cam- 
eron McLean, whose remarks were an in- 
teresting blend of dry humor and poetic 
idealism; Ruth Miller Chamlee, our charm- 
ing Regional Governor from Los Angeles, 
who effectively recited a modern Holly- 
wood parable ; Kroeger of St. 
Louis who is an active worker for NATS 
in her field. 

New officers introduced were Vice-Presi- 
dent Richard DeYoung, of Chicago, who 
succeeds Leon Carson as Coordinator of 
Field Activities; E. Clifford Toren, Presi- 
dent of Chicago Singing Teachers Guild, 
who succeeds Mr. DeYoung as Regional 
Governor of the Central district, and Ber- 
nard Taylor of New York, who relin- 
quishes chairmanship of the Committee on 
Admissions to become Regional Governor 
- of the Eastern section. 

By happy chance, Wilmer T. Bartho- 
lomew, formerly of Peabody Conservatory 
Research Department, was present at our 
dinner and he spoke interestingly and wit- 
tily about the mutual interests of the re- 
search scientist and the vocal pedagogue. 

This highly interesting dinner-meeting 
closed with a brief but cordial message 
from our new President, Leon Carson. My 
own conviction that Mr. Carson will give 
this Association wise, resourceful and ag- 
gressive leadership is, I am sure, shared by 
all who have had the opportunity to know 
him and appraise his qualities. The hearty 
applause that greeted President Carson at 
this dinner was, in effect, a “‘bottoms-up” 
toast to a notable two-year expansion in 
membership and influence for NATS un- 
der his administration. Prosit! 


OFFICIAL REGISTERED MEMBERSHIP 
(February 28, 1946) 


POST-WAR MUSIC PROGRAM OF 
THE NATIONAL MUSIC COUNCIL 


This program has been formulated for 
the purpose of suggesting general activi- 
ties which will be effective in the stimula- 
tion of musical growth and development 
in the United States in the post-war peri- 
od. It was compiled from a large list of 
suggestions offered by the member organ- 
izations of the National Music Council, 
representing practically every phase of 
musical activity in the country, and was 
unanimously approved at the last General 
Meeting of the Council. 


I. Music in the Armed Forces and for 
Returning Service Men and Women: 


1. The offering of opportunities for in- 
creased employment in various fields 
of music to returning veterans. 


2. Dissemination of information in re- 
gard to training in various fields of 
music available to veterans under the 
“G.I. Bill of Rights,” and the Veter- 
ans Administration Bill (Public Bill 
16, 78th Congress). 


3. The increase of the use of music in 
military hospitals. 


4. The continuance of musical activities 
for the benefit of the men in the armed 
forces, at home and abroad. 


5. Continuation of the fine educational 
activities of Army and Navy ‘Band 
Schools, and the maintenance and im- 
provement of the Army and Navy 
music programs. 


II. Composition, Performance, and 
Radio: 

1. The increase in actual musical perform- 
ance, especially in the fields of opera 
and symphonic music. 


2. The creation of more opportunities for 
the young composer to hear his own 
works performed, and the — 
of more actual experience for young 
conductors with orchestras and bands. 


3. The exchange of performers, conduc- 
tors, music students and musical com- 
positions between the United States 
and foreign countries. 


4. The establishment of more contests 
and competitions for composers and 
performers, provided ‘such contests and 
competitions are carried on with high 
standards, and that the interest of the 
contestants be properly protected. 


5. Encouragement of the appreciation of 
good radio musical programs, through 
awards for outstanding programs, 
personal letters of recommendation, 
and other means. 


Ill. Music Education: 


1. Increased recognition and improve- 
ment of music study in the public 
schools. 


2. Promotion of more summer music 
camps and musical activities in other 
summer camps throughout the country. 


3. Stimulation of the study of bowed 
stringed instruments. 


4. Establishment of standard courses in 
colleges and universities for the train- 
ing of musicians for work in hospitals 
and industrial plants. 


IV. Private Support of Music: 


1. Bringing to the attention of important 
foundations of urgent musical needs 
for financial assistance. 


2. Stimulation of the establishment of 
additional funds and foundations for 
the financial support of musical proj- 
ects. 


V. Functional Uses of Music: 


The promotion of industrial music in 
factories and elsewhere. 


2. Increased use Of music in civilian hos- 
pitals. 


3. Increased use of music in combating 
juvenile delinquency. 


VI. Music Industry: 

1. Encouragement of an increase in the 
manufacture of musical instruments 
and stimulation of the printing and 
publication of music by American 
firms to meet the increased demand. 


2. Stimulation of better education in 
salesmanship of personnel in business 
houses which handle printed music 
and musical instruments. 


VII. General: 


1. Encouragement of war memorials in 
cities and towns in the form of music 
auditoriums, band stands, and endow- 
ment of local musical activities, such as 
symphony orchestras, civic opera asso- 
ciations, music schools, music scholar- 
ships, etc. 


2. Dissemination of information regard- 
ing federal and state legislation atfect- 
ing music, to the end that all persons 
employed in music may obtain this in- 
formation for their protection. 


3. The forming of Local Music Councils. 


VOICE TEACHERS SURVEY 


During the past month, members of 
NATS have received a questionnaire from 
William Ross, the chairman of NATS Re- 
search Committee, covering various phases 
of voice teaching. While Indiana Universi- 
ty must be credited with the idea of mak- 
ing this survey, members of NATS had 
much to do in the organization of the ma- 
terial, and it is a project we should sup- 
port through out responses. 

Every member is urged to answer and 
return the survey at the earliest possible 
moment. Answer the questions you care to 
but ANSWER! 
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